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 Meeting Minutes 
 

McAlester Local Economic Advancement and Development (LEAD) Committee 

12:00 p.m., Tuesday, June 9, 2020 

McAlester City Hall, 28 E. Washington Ave. 

Council Chambers,  McAlester, OK 74501 
 
 

Present: Kyle Spruce (Chamber of Commerce, Commerce), 

Jim ‘Red’ Mills, Chairman Mayor John Browne 

(Council Representative), Kayla Rovnak (MRHC, 

Healthcare), Brian Foris (McAAP, Defense), Ben 

Capers (Steak’n Shake), 

 

Absent: Chad Donoley (AOK Railroad, Industry), Mickey 

Lloyd (Common Roots, Small Business), Jay Akard 

(BancFirst, Finance), Dana Hugle (EOSC, 

Education), 

 

Others Present: Peter Stasiak (City Manager), Toni Ervin (Assistant 

City Manager), Kirk Ridenour (City Economic 

Development Director),  

 

Pursuant to notice duly given, the Meeting of the McAlester Local Economic Advancement and 

Development Committee convened at 12:00pm on Tuesday, June 9, 2020. 

 

Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Browne.    

 

Approval of Minutes 

Minutes from the February 20, 2020 Meeting were unanimously approved.   

 

Public Comments 

No comments. 

 

Discussion on Budget Overview 

Mr. Ridenour provided a brief financial overview. Mr. Spruce asked how the funds were being 

expended to which Mr. Ridenour provided a list of the various expenditures allocated through 

the Economic Development Funds.  Mayor Browne then questioned the length of the term on the 

certificate of deposit for Krebs Brewery and was told for another 15 years. Mayor Browne then 

asked about the MILCON monies for use in upcoming projects to which Mr. Ridenour 

responded that those were not MILCON funds.  It was a grant and the amount was not yet 

known.  Mayor Browne then asked about any matching fund requirements.  Mr. Ridenour 

responded that a match was not required due to the low population level.  Mayor Browne asked 

about the absence of the Spectrum Group funding to which Mr. Ridenour responded that certain 
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line items contained multiple expenditures and that the Spectrum funding was combined with 

other line item expenditures.  Mr. Spruce then asked about state property along Hwy 270 towards 

the EXPO Center. City Manager Stasiak responded with that being the property of the 

Department of Corrections.  He then provided a short overview of the effects of the downturn in 

the oil and gas industry along with the COVID19 Pandemic on the proposed budget also 

containing the reductions in personnel.  

 

Discussion on Economic Recovery and Future Projects 

Mayor Browne then asked various business owners about their current flows.  Mr. Spruce 

responded that the first 2-3 weeks were slow but that it seemed to be coming back and was close 

to normal at this time.  Mr. Capers responded that he had experienced an increase in his drive-

thru business due to not having his dining room open. But, that business was ‘pretty close to 

normal’ at this time.  He also stated that he had taken advantage of the PPE Loan that was made 

available which made a considerable difference.  Ms. Rovnak stated the hospital had experienced 

a significant workforce reduction and that the cancellation of the elective surgeries had been 

financially devastating causing an air of concern.  She stated that they had received some ‘small 

assistance from the state’.  While they were still not allowing very many visitors into the facility, 

they were experiencing furloughs, pay cuts, and terminations.  The facility had just recently been 

through a ‘divert’ status (unable to take more patients due to lack of staff).  She then asked what 

the hospital could do to help the city.  City Manager Stasiak stated that there had been 

discussions with Mr. Keith on the sharing of resources and the exploration of other ideas. Ms. 

Rovnak then asked about the meetings on the landscaping and lawn care.  Mr. Stasiak responded 

that it was dependent upon the available personnel.  The city had relied heavily on inmate 

support in the past and it was no longer available.  Mayor Browne asked about the status of the 

base.  Mr. Foris responded that it was ‘getting there’.  He added that tele-work was increasing 

but that they were beginning to bring employees back on site.  He also added that staggered 

shifts were currently being implemented to minimize contact.   

 

When asked about a possible second wave of the virus, Mr. Stasiak responded that there was 

concern over the increase in cases that seemed to be moving out of Texas into southern 

Oklahoma.  Ms. Rovnak added that there was more testing being done and that epidemiologists 

were discussing the possibility that the virus seemed to be weakening. When asked about a 

possible second spike in cases, Mr. Stasiak stated that nothing had been published stating that at 

this time.  Mayor Browne responded with his concerns that he felt any reoccurrences would 

become the responsibility of the local governments to contend with and budget wise, the City of 

McAlester was well prepared for a slow economic recovery. He also asked that the Quality Jobs 

Report be a topic of discussion for the next meeting.     

 

New Business 

None at this time.  

 

Remarks from Committee Members 

None. 

 

Meeting was adjourned.   
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APPROVAL: 

 

 

___________________         Date __________________  


